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From the Exalted Ruler 

 
 
 
 
 

Members, 
 
Thanksgiving is over and Christmas and the New Year are just around the corner.  Where does the 
time go.  We will be welcoming back the majority of our snowbird members soon as well.  The new 
year also means we are getting short on our Elks year, which is over on March 31,  2019.  This is 
the time that your future Exalted Ruler, Jim Decker, will be putting together his team of Officers.  
Please let Jim know if you are interested in being an Officer or committee chairperson or would like 
to help in any other way.  
  
Our regular weekly activities are going gangbusters.  Monday night karaoke with Dave Martin is a 
blast.  Come and sing, or just listen to our great singers, and have a great meal as well.  Thursday is 
spaghetti night, also serving hamburgers or cheeseburgers, with Bobby Remp.  Bobby plays some 
of the best dance music around.  Come on in and enjoy it.  And of course, our Friday Fish Fry and 
special meals are the best around.  Again we have great musicians playing all sorts of dance music.  
And we are in the big room. 
 
We are making one change this month with our Sunday buffet.  It well be held on the first Sunday, 
12/2/2018, from 10:00 to 1:00  PM.  It will be followed by our Elks Memorial Service.  This 
service is to honor all of our departed members.  It is a very moving service and I encourage you to 
attend.  Sandy Mooney also has several events planned for other Sundays.  Keep your eye out for 
these events.  They are a lot of fun, and of course we will have more of our great food.  
 

Due to the holiday season, we will be closed on Christmas eve and day, as well as New Years eve 

and day.  

Fraternally Yours 
 

Craig Conklin, PER 
Exalted Ruler. 

http://whoinvented.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/american-flag.jpg
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From the Desk of the Secretary 

  

Fraternally Yours, 
Judy Vergason, Lodge Secretary 

Dear Bother/Sister Elk, 
 

Tis the Season to be jolly. Tis the season to be giving. What better way to give than to re-
new your membership. And if you have paid your membership dues, to make a donation 
to one of our two charities: The youth your donation can give a child a chance to go to 
camp. It can also furnish clothes, shoes etc for children who do not have the proper attire 

for camp. 
The second Charity is the Elks National Foundation, with this money they give us money to help our 
children, our veterans, and our community. They also help us to be involved in Hoop Shoot, Soccer 
Shoot, Scholarship, Drug Awareness. So you can see with 9 delinquent members we have worked 
hard to get the number this low but we would like to see 0 can you help us get these last members to 
renew. 
If you know of someone who has not paid their dues reach out and ask them to reconsider. We are all 
part of a team. We are a team that is here to help other. We help our children with a variety of differ-
ent programs. At Christmas we turn our attention to the children for their party and every year the 
list gets longer and longer. We help Veterans by sending toiletries, books, clothes and money for 
what they need. We can only do this as a team and with everyone’s help. It is your dues that let us 
give to others. We need you to be a part of the team. 
 
If you know of someone who would care to join bring them in so they can meet our team. Ask them 
to join. The biggest comment that people have is nobody asked me. Let’s start spreading the news 
about the Elks. I pray you and yours will have a healthy and Blessed Christmas and New Year. 
 
Palmetto is once again alive and active. Come back and make Palmetto the way it used to be. Re-
member our faults are written in the sand and our virtues are written in stone of love and memories. 

Welcome back snowbirds. We have been anxiously awaiting your return to Palmetto Elks 
#2449. 
 
This past November 18th the Great Southwest District hosted a BBQ for the Veterans at Bay 
Pines. About 100 Vets were warmly welcomed and served. Most were accompanied and  
escorted by Elks throughout the day and through the food lines. Many said it was their best 
picnic ever at Bay Pines.  About 30 Elks were present, including a group from Palmetto #2449. 
The food was great and there was plenty for all the Vets. Be proud that you are a part of this 
great Elks organization. 
 
For Christmas we want to deliver a sleigh full of clothing and toiletries to the Bay Pines  
Veterans. Please be generous with your donations of such items at our lodge this month. 
 
Jim Hoey 
Veterans Chairman 
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As November ends, I hope you all had a very nice Thanksgiving.  I know some of 
you got stuck up North, the price we all have to pay to visit our loved ones, and 
some of you have gone back for all the Holidays. 
  
As Christmas approaches, we must take the time to think of those less fortu-
nate.  We have found a Foster Care Program, for this year, and they are called 

Camelot.  There is a Christmas tree in our Lodge room, with the sizes and a toy they wish for, on the 
back.  The gifts DO NOT have to be wrapped.  They DO need the little tags, (pink and red) back and a 
copy of the receipts. I am also accepting donations from anyone who cannot shop.  I will be happy to do 
that for them.  All gifts must be back at the Lodge by December 12.  
  
Our Brunch, for December, has been moved up to the first Sunday in December.  That is December 2.  We 
are changing the time also.  We will start at 10:00, for those early risers.  After this Brunch, we will be cele-
brating our Memorial Day Service.  This Service is held throughout the Country.  We take a moment to  
remember our Members who have passed during the year.  We always hope you will take a few minutes 
out of your very busy schedule to attend. 
  
We are planning a Palmetto Elk's Christmas Party on December 23.  It will be from 2-5.  Bring a gift of 
$10.00 for an exchange and we really need your singing voices, for the carols.  We are calling it our Egg-
nog Party.  Our other drink specials will include Hot Apple Cider and a Peppermint Martini.  Our menu will 
be special appetizers with our thoughts heavy on Holiday Desserts, including vanilla ice cream with your 
choice of liquors poured over it. Tickets are $12. 
  
Coming in January, our Brunch will be back on the second Sunday, January 13.  Cost will be $12.00, for all 
you can eat.  The menu will be posted in the Lodge very soon. 
  
January 20, will be our Bloody Mary/Football Party.  Wear your favorite team jersey.  College or Pro.  The 
party is from 2-5.  We will be serving tailgate food.  Cost is $10.00. 
  
Remember all the fun you had at the Ladies Luncheon?   We are back again on February 23.  Details to 
follow. 
  
February 24, Palmetto is hosting a P.E.R. District fundraiser.   We are hosting the The Carpenters' Once 
More show.  Tickets are $15.00.  The doors open at 12:30. We are not serving food.  You may bring in food 
and snacks for your table. 
  
WE WILL BE CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, NEW YEAR'S EVE, AND NEW YEAR'S 
DAY. 
  
From the bottom of my heart I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year. 

 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Sandra S. Mooney, P.E.R. 
Activities Chairman 

 

DECEMBER ACTIVITIES 
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2018—2019 Officers 

2018– 2019 Committee Chairs 

Kitchen Manager Sandy  Mooney, PER 941-447-9424 

Lapsation Dorathey Meade 941-807-6177 

Lodge Activities Sandy Mooney 941-447*9424 

Lodge Advisor Dan Tabor  

Mediator  Frank Coseglia, PER  941-531-3911 

Membership  Judy Vergason 941-722-1329 

Veterans Jim  Hoey 941-323-5184 

PER Association Chet Syjud, PER 248-231-8674 

Presiding Justice John Redding 813-258-4401 

Property Maintenance Steve Baker 941-962-6859 

Public Relations Ed Benedict 941-981-3533 

Web Master Jim  Hoey 941-323-5184 

Youth Activities Sandy  Mooney, PER, ER 941-447-9424 

 Exalted Ruler   Treasurer  5th Year Trustee 

 Craig Conklin PER  Len Meade, PER  Frank Coseglia,   PER 

 
941-447-1836 

 
941-807-0179 

 
941-531-3911 

 
craig@craigconklin.com  lenmeade@hotmail.com  

thecaptainfrank@aol.com 

 Leading Knight  Tiler  4th Year Trustee 

 
James Decker 

 
Judy Ballanger 

 
Linda Conklin 

 231-557-7603  941-723-9874  941-545-3599 

 

decker-
james68@yahoo.com  

 
 

lindaconklin@gmail.com 

 Loyal Knight  Chaplain  3rd Year Trustee 

 Brady Braethauer  JoAnn VanDivier  Jonathan VanDivier 

 941-518-1490  859-250-0575  941-224-4363 

 
  jobearQgmail.com   

 Lecturing Knight  Inner Guard  2rd Year Trustee 

 
Steve Baker 

 
Edwin Benedict 

 
Frank Sullivan 

 
941-962-6859 

 
941-981-3533 

 
813-390-8614 

      

 Secretary  Esquire  1st Year Trustee 

 Judy Vergason  Sandy Mooney PER  
Chet Syjud 

 941-722-1329  941-447-9424  
241-231-8674 

 javjav42@yahoo.com  coolmoon143@AOL.COM   

Accident Prevention Steve Baker 941-9626859 

Activities Sandy  Mooney, PER 941-447-9424 

Americanism Craig Conklin 941-447-1836 

Auditing Accounting Jim Decker 231-557-7603 

Bar Manager Craig Conklin, PER 941-447-1836 

Bulletin Sharon Benedict 941-981-3533 

Community Activities Sandy  Mooney, PER 941-447-9424 

Drug Awareness Judy Ballenger 941-405-8534 

Elks Nat'l Foundation Linda Conklin 941-723-7417 

Government Rela-
tions 

Judy Vergason 941-722-1329 

Harry Anna Trust Linda Conklin 941-447-1836 

Hoop Shoot Windi Hernandez 941-405-8534 

Investigation Jim Decker 231-557-7603 

Indoctrination Jim  Decker 231-557-7603 

Organist 
 

Dave Radliff 
 

813-641-2064 

mailto:javjav42@yahoo.com
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DECEMBER MENU 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       Every Friday 
   Fish Fry      $9.00 
            Seafood Platter        $10.75 
            Shrimp Dinner          $9.00 
            Clam Dinner-            $9.00 
          Grouper Grilled or Blackened 
            w/baked potato         $12.00    
Garden Salad with Grilled Chicken-$8.00 

 
  Specials- All Specials are $10 
Dec. 7 - Chicken, Sausage, Beans & Rice 
 
Dec. 14– Roast Pork/sauerkraut, Scalloped  
             Potatoes 
Dec. 21st– Roast Turkey, Mashed Potatoes,   
    Bread dressing, Cranberry Sauce 
 
Dec. 28th- French Dip, Cheese Potatoes 

 
 

ALL SPECIALS ARE SERVED  
WITH VEGETABLES 

 
 

 

Every Thursday  
 Bar Poker 
4:00 pm 
5:30 pm 

Spaghetti & Meatballs with small salad-$8.00 
Hamburgers with fries-$8.00 

Cheeseburgers with fries-$9.00 
 

Brunch 
December 2 - 10:00-1:00 -$12.00 

Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage Links, Home 
Fries/peppers & onions, Stuffed French Toast, 

Green Bean Casserole, Chicken Alfredo,    
Pasta, Biscuits, Sausage Gravy, Cold Lobster 
Salad, Carved Turkey/Cranberry, Fresh Fruit, 

Omelet Station  
 

Bread Pudding 
 
 

Every Monday 
1/4 lb. Frank/fries-$7 

     w/chili or sauerkraut-$9 
Hamburgers-$8 w/cheese -$9 

Salad with Grilled Chicken -$8  

Please Call & Reserve a Meal 941-722-6937 

SPECIALS 
 
Dec. 3     Sloppy Joes - $7 
 
Dec. 10 Pork Tenders -$8 
 
Dec.  17 Philly Steaks - $9 

 
 



 

6 

 

PALMETTO ELKS #2449 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DECEMBER 23rd, 2-5pm 

 
MENU  

 
ASSORTED IMPORTED CHEESE, FRUIT AND VEG TO INCLUDE : 

IMPORTED CHEESES, SLICED SALAMIS, BAKED STUFFED BRIE EN 
CROUTE WITH PEPPERJELLY AND BACON, APPLES, STRAWBERRIES, 

CANTALOPE, HONEY DEW, CARROT AND CELERY 
  

MINI BEEF WELLINGTONS 
CHICKEN COR DON BLEU 

MINI LOBSTER ROLLS ON KINGS HAWAIIAN ROLLS 
SAUSAGE AND CHEESE STUFFED MUSHROOMS 

MINI BABY BAKER CASSEROLE. 
ASPARAGUS IN PHYLLO 

  
NUTELLA CHOCOLATE POPPERS 

FRIED APPLE PIE BITES 
CHRISTMAS COOKIES 

  
EGG NOG / APPLE CIDER / PEPPERMINT MARTINIS 

 
Bring a $10 gift for the gift exchange  

 
 
 

 
 

 
TICKETS ARE $12.00 

CALL TO RESERVE A TICKET 
941-722-6937 

We will also be singing 
Christmas Carols 
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PALMETTO #2449 BULLETIN BOOSTERS 
 

To help us in defraying the cost of our bulletin, your Lodge is asking you to become a Bulletin Booster.  For a donation of $10.00 per person, your name 
will be listed in every Bulletin for a period of one year.  Please make your check payable to the lodge and give to the Secretary.  Thank you for your 
support. 

YES, I, (we) pledge a donation of $10 per 
person per year to support the publication of 
our bulletin.  Enclosed is my (our) donation 
in the amount of $ ______________. 
Name (s) 
___________________________________ 

Palmetto Elks #2449            7         Palmetto, Florida  (941) 722-6937 

DECEMBER Birthdays 
01 Donald Kozlowski  06 Norma Hanrahan  16 Charles Gallagher 

01 Anne Littlefield  06 Martin Luther  16 Leonard Mulligan 

01 Tony Renkert  07 Judy Hepler  18 Leann Hintze 

02 John Bargas  07 Eugene Laube  18 Betty Kerschner 

02 Ralph Jessee  11 Charles Brethauer  20 Peter Griepsma 

02 Harley Lewis  12 Tim Hutchinson  20 William Kuhar 

02 Emil Peters  15 James Kurlinski  22 Susan Pelletier 

03 Robert Ernst  15 Geraldine Liebknecht  23 Fred Steele 

05 Ronnal Hatinger  15 Rosalie Moser  28 Myles Gee 

05 Diane Schetrompf  15 Thomas Sechlar  30 Robert Sager Jr. 

        30 Robert Wilcox 

Gordon Raymond Judy Hepler Mary Walraven Tom Smilouski 

Granrville Summit Jim Hoey Jr Carlis Knight Steve Haywood 

Frank Coseglia Eddie Carter Carol Smilouski Leonard Mulligan 

Madie Herrington Wayne Leboeuf Steve Baker Loraine Baker  

James Woods    

AMERICANISM - Craig Conklin     
 
Here’s a nice little essay I found about Christmas at Grandma’s House.  And what can be more American than this. 
 
   Approaching Grandma's, our family anticipates the grand holiday about to be rekindled once again. With our family 
and friends about to be reunited with each other, each family member is trying not to notice how long the mile is taking. The 
trees along the road seem to crawl by slower as dad pushes his foot harder. Inch by inch, second by second, we approach the 
long awaited destination. 
 
             Finally when we arrive at Grandma's house our long journey is over. We each take a huge breath as we step out onto 
the crispy snow that snaps beneath our boots. The air is fresh and creates a shiver down my spine. I make my way to the frost-
coated back door, illuminated by the green and red Christmas lights. 
 
             As I open the door and step into a house full of cheek pinches and hugs, an array of Christmas odor engulfs me, and 
makes my mouth water. As I yell "HELLO" I hear voices laughing, talking, and asking who's at the door? In the next second 
"hundreds" of relatives are giving me their greetings and gladly inviting us into the house. As my family and I are quickly made 
comfortable, I look around... 
 
             Plates full of Christmas pastries, Christmas decorations, and Christmas music lightly penetrate the air as the family so-
cializes with one another. The constant murmer of the voices, serves as a background for the music. My cousins are running 
laps around the living room while playing tag and laughing to their hearts content. 
 

             I hear a voice saying "My have you ever grown up!" Grandma, awakened from her heavenly sleep, stands slightly 

crouched with an antique smile painted gracefully across her face. I reach out and hug her frail body. We both sit down and talk 

about my family’s prolonged journey to her house. 

Christmas at Grandma’s House 
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Chuck Billings E5 US Coast Guard 

Paulla Billings E3 US Coast Guard 

Jim Decker B.M. 3 US Coast Guard 

Thomas Emanuello 
P/O 3rd 
Class 

US Coast Guard 
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Homer Beall, Jr 1st Lt US Army Reserve 

William Corlew Cpl 1st CAV 
US Army  

X Corp 

John 
“Tom” 

Donnelly M/Sgt US Army 

Richard Ernst Sgt US Army 

Robert Ernest SP4 US Army 

Oscar Fleury PFC (E-3) US Army 

James Hill   US Army 

Donald Kichline   US Army/US Navy                                         

Frank Locicero PFC US Army 

Steve McColm SP4 US Army 

Len  Meade SP5 US Army 

Mike Meronek SP5 US Army 

Gordon 
“Gordie” 

Raymond SSgt E-6 
US Army    National 

Guard 

Marvin Rice Sgt E-6 US Army 

Herman Roth PFC US Army 

Paul Samuels Cpl US Army 

Walter Schneider E5 US Army 

John  Searles Jr. SP4 E4 
US Army National 

Guard 

Charles 
“Gil” 

Shaw Sgt  
US Army                                         
Air Force 

Chet Syjud Spec 5 US Army Reserves 

Carl Webber   Army Air Corp 

Elmer Wurst E5 US Army 

    

Jack Bach ML2 US Navy 

Joseph Best 
Boatswain 
Mate 

US Navy 

Frank Campbell YN2 US Navy 

Craig Conklin MM1(SS) US Navy 

Russell Doerr Jr SK2 US Navy 

Robert Hintze Sr IC2 US Navy 

Jim Hoey ETR2 (SS) US Navy 

Anthony Horman FTGSN US Navy 

Wardie 
(Giles) 

Hunnings Jr. RM1 US Navy 

John Julian LS Royal Canadian Navy 

Robert Lanoue 3rd Class BT US Navy 

Richard Moody GM2 US Navy 

Gerald Ray  CPO E-7 
US Navy 

(Retired) 

Clifford VanDervort FC3 US Navy 

David Allen MSgt US Air Force (Retired) 

Al Cetrone A1C US Air Force  

Richard Dirschell 2nd Class US Air Force 

Harry Fishwick SAC Royal Air Force 

Donn Frey 1st Lt. US Air Force 

Thomas Gafner A3C US Air Force 

Ricky Koepke E4 US Air Force 

Stephen Collopy  US Air Force 

Michael McBride Sgt US Air Force 

Frank  Roy   US Air Force 

Michael Stewart Major US Air Force (Retired) 

James Kurlinski  US Air Force 

Charles Booth Sgt                  USMC                                 

Carl Maddox Sgt USMC 

Gary Mink Sgt USMC 

Armand Barrieault  US Army/USMC 

James Scheadler  USMC 
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Elks Brew $1.50 16oz  

 
 
 
 

Palmetto Elks 2449             9         Palmetto, Florida  (941) 722-6937 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Every Monday—Tuesday—Wednesday —Thursday—Friday 
3:00 to 6:00 

 
HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

 
Wine—$2.00 

Well Drinks—$1.50 
Domestic Draft Beer $1.50 

Bottle Beer—$2.00 
Miller Light, Bud, Bud Light, Coors Light 
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Palmetto Pride 

 

4611 4th Ave E 
Palmetto, FL 34221 

(941) 722-6937 
Palmettoelks.org 

Weekly Lounge Activities 
 HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

                   Lodge opens  Monday - Friday  3:00pm      
  Happy Hour Daily 3:00 to 6:0 

Lodge Secretary—Treasurer 
Hours 

Monday 8:00 to 12:00 
Also available by appointment 

Call 941-722-6937 

Every Monday 
1/4 lb. Frank/fries-$7 
     w/chili or sauerkraut-$9 
Hamburgers-$8 w/cheese -$9 
Salad with Grilled Chicken -$8

Every Friday 5:00-6:45 
Fish Fry Dinner-$9Shrimp Dinner,-$9,Clam Dinner,-$9 
Seafood Platter-$10.75 
Grouper Grilled or Blackened-$12 
Salad with Grilled Chicken-$8 

December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 
 

     1 Lodge Open 
    3:00 –6:00pm 

2   
Lodge Open 
12:30–5:00pm 
 
Brunch– 10-1 

3  Lodge Open 
      3:00 pm 
 
Sloppy Joes 
 
Karaoke 6-9 
Dave  Martin 

4 Lodge Open 
      3:00 pm 

5  Lodge Open 
       3:00 pm 

6 Lodge open 
     3:00 pm 
 
  Bar Poker  4pm  
 
Spaghetti  or 
Burgers   5pm 
 
Bobby Remp 6-8 

7 Lodge Open          
     3:00 pm 
  
Chicken &  
    Sausage/rice 
 
Lynn Spin’s  

8 Lodge Open 
     3:00 –6:00pm 

9 
Lodge Open 
12:30–5:00pm 

10 Lodge Open 
         3:00 pm 
 
Pork Tenders 
 
 
Karaoke 6-9 
Dave  Martin 

11 Lodge Open 
      3:00 pm 
 
Board Meeting 
6:30 pm 
Meeting 7:30 

12 Lodge Open 
        3:00 pm 

13 Lodge open 
       3:00 pm 
Bar Poker  4pm 
 
Spaghetti  or 
Burgers   5pm 
 
Bobby Remp 6-8 

14 Lodge Open          
        3:00 pm 
 
Roast Pork/
sauerkraut 
 
 
Tony Squirrel 

15 Lodge Open 
      3:00 –6:00pm 

16 
Lodge Open 
12:30–5:00pm 

17 Lodge Open 
       3:00 pm 
 
Philly Steaks 
 
Karaoke 6-9 
Dave  Martin 

18 Lodge Open 
        3:00 pm 

19 Lodge Open 
        3:00 pm 

20Lodge open 
         3:00 pm 
Bar Poker  4pm 
 
Spaghetti  or 
Burgers   5pm 
 
Bobby Remp 6-8 

21 Lodge Open          
         3:00 pm 
 
Roast Turkey/
trimmings 
 
 
Holly Rae 

22 Lodge Open 
     3:00 –6:00pm 

23 
Lodge Open 
12:30–5:00pm 
 
Christmas Party 
    2-5pm 
Music by Melanie 

24  Lodge          
         Closed 
 

Christmas 
Eve 

25 Lodge  
       Closed 
 
 

26 Lodge Open 
        3:00 pm 

27 Lodge open 
       3:00 pm 
   Bar Poker  4pm 
   
   Spaghetti  or 
    Burgers   5pm 
 
Bobby Remp 6-8 

28 Lodge Open          
         3:00 pm 
 
French Dip/
cheese potatoes 
 
 
Bobby Remp 

29 Lodge Open 
      3:00 –6:00pm 

30 
Lodge Open 
12:30–5:00pm 

 
 

31  Lodge  
        Closed 
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Monday Nights  

 
Lounge Opens 3:00  

 
 
 
  6:00 to 

9:00 
 

Friday Night 
 

Have you asked someone to join 

the Elks Lately? 

 

Lounge Opens 3:00 
 

Music  
6:00 to 9:00  

IN THE LODGE 

 
ELKS HATS FOR SALE:  $10.00 
   WHITE, PURPLE, BLUE  
 
ELKS SHIRTS FOR SALE:  $20.00 
 Blue V-neck, short sleeve———size medium 
 Red V-neck, short sleeve—–——size large 
 Black with heart, short sleeve  —size medium 
 Burgundy collared 

   1 – size 
Medium 
        2—size 
Large 
             5—size 
XL Large 
 
 Brown, ¾ 
sleeve, V-neck —
size large 

 Black, round neck, sleeveless—size large 
 White, round neck, sleeveless—size large 

 


